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Leaf area index (LAI) is an important vegetation structural parameter required for analyzing the flux data for various purposes. It is also a difficult parameter to measure and to document consistently because of its various definitions, instruments and measurement protocols. In order to ensure consistency across flux networks, we adopt the LAI definition and measurement and reporting protocols that are currently used in the Fluxnet Canada Research Network (see the Appendix). 
In reporting your LAI measurements, please fill in one of the following two tables designed for needleleaf and non-needleleaf vegetations separately:
Table 1. For needleleaf forests: 
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	Year
	Month
	Day
	Effective LAI (Le)
	Needle-to-shoot area ratio ((E)
	Element clumping index ((E)
	Woody-to-total area ratio (()
	Leaf area index (L)
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Table 2. For broadleaf forest, agricultural crops, grasses, and shrubs: 
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	Year
	Month
	Day
	Effective LAI (Le)
	Element clumping index ((E)
	stem-to-total area ratio (()
	Leaf area index (L)
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In filling in these tables, please note the following:

(1) In most cases, LAI values from the LAI-2000 instrument are the only measurement. These values are Le, and you just need to fill in the Effective LAI column while leaving the columns for other variables blank. However, any estimates or measurements of the other variables leading to the true leaf area index would be very useful,
(2) For broadleaf forests, (E is taken as unity, so therefore the LAI estimation is simplified to be the same as non-forest types.
(3) For needleleaf forests, if (E and ( are not measured, suggested values for several conifer species in Appendix can be used,

(4) Please indicate the measurement technique for each of the variables and provide references for the methods, if possible
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